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Activism has always and continues to be a meaningful part of the third level experience. It’s an 
opportunity to engage with local and global issues and find your individual voice, maybe for the 
first time. From the Dunnes Stores anti-apartheid strike in the mid-1980s, the Decriminalisation 
of Homosexuality and the Divorce Referendum in the 1990s, to recent campaigns like Marriage 
Equality and Repeal the 8th - we will be asking how activism has changed over time and what are the 
opportunities for intergenerational learning?

We are inviting attendees to listen, participate and to share experiences about activism and together 
we will explore questions around what is significant about student activism and how the language 
and tools of activism have changed over time. 

10.00 - 10.15 Registration and Tea/Coffee

10.15 - 10.30 Welcome, Caroline Mangan (UCDVO Manager)

10.30 - 11.00
Opening Plenary, Michael Doorly, Head of Active Citizenship,  
Concern Worldwide 

11.00 - 12.30
Storytelling with Caoimhe Butterly, Dr. Ursula Barry and Codie Preston, 
facilitated by Ruairí McKiernan

12.30 - 13.00 Sandwiches and Tea and Coffee

13.00 - 14.00 Conversation Café

14.00 - 14.30 Performance from ‘MakeyUppers’

Thanks to our conference partner for supporting this event:

Concern Worldwide

DESCRIPTION
Event

Agenda



UCDVO is a registered charity and was established in 2003 in response to an expressed desire 
among students to engage in voluntary work overseas. UCDVO now runs a year-long Volunteering 
& Development Education Programme which includes 4 weeks volunteering overseas with local 
partners in India, Haiti, Nicaragua, Tanzania and Uganda. Approximately 1,500 volunteers have 
to date, engaged in environmental, educational, healthcare, construction and computer training 
projects in communities overseas. 

UCDVO’s Volunteering and Development Education Programme works to ensure that participants 
are responsible, responsive and ethical in their approach to international volunteering, while also 
opening up opportunities for those with an interest in development issues from a local and global 
perspective.  Through the programme, participants connect with a network of active and like-minded 
participants who are motivated to engage with global justice issues. As our Programme is focused 
on developing knowledge and skills of participants, there is a strong emphasis placed on how 
participants can generate awareness in their own local communities and among their peer groups.

UCDVO works closely with Comhlámh on the design, implementation and evaluation of many 
aspects of our programme. We also run a Development Film Series as well as the Annual Forum as 
part of our Programme. Courses in activism and facilitation are offered through Be the Change and 
Skills in Development Education.

UCDVO
ABOUT

Michael Doorly, trained as a post primary teacher and worked 
in Canada, Papua New Guinea and Trinidad before joining 
Concern’s Development Education unit. Over the past 25 
years, Michael has served in a variety of roles including the 
Chair of the Dóchas Development Education Group, Chair 
of Fairtrade Ireland, Chair of the Development Education.
ie consortia, he served on the Irish Aid Development 
Education Advisory Committee (DEAC), the NYCI DE Advisory 
Committee, IDEA National Council as well as a number of 
other development education consortia (WWGS, DE.ie) boards 
and committees in Ireland and Europe.
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STORYTELLING

Ruairí McKiernan is an award-winning social innovator and 
campaigner. He was named as one of the top 10 people leading 
social change in Ireland by global changemakers organisation 
Ashoka. Ruairí is a Fulbright scholar and a Presidential appointee 
to Ireland’s Council of State. He is the founder of the pioneering 
SpunOut.ie youth organisation, a co-founder of the Uplift 
campaigning organisation, and part of the founding team behind 
Gaelic Voices For Change. Ruairí is also the host of the chart-
topping Love and Courage podcast a regular contributor to 
national media on social justice, youth and community issues, 
civic leadership and wellbeing. Alongside his wife Susan, who is 
a musician and meditation teacher, he is currently undertaking 
a national roadshow campaign called Road to Connection that 
explores the theme of connection in today’s busy world. 

Ursula Barry is Associate Professor in social economics and gender 
studies in the School of Social Policy, Social Work and Social Justice 
in UCD. Ursula has wide ranging experience as a researcher and 
policy analyst in the area of gender equality in Ireland, the EU 
and globally. Ursula is currently the Irish representative on the EU 
Research Network on Scientific Analysis and Advice on Gender 
Equality (SAAGE). Ursula has been a committed activist and 
writer on reproductive justice, gender equality, LGBT issues and 
human rights in Ireland since the early 1970s. Ursula has published 
widely on the economic and social situation of women in Ireland 
her recent publications include Discourses on Foetal Rights and 
Women’s Embodiment in Abortion Papers Ireland (eds) Quilty, 
A et al Cork University Press, 2015; a chapter in Economics and 
Austerity in Europe - gendered impacts (eds) Bargawni, H et al 
Routledge, London 2017 What do we mean by Bodily Autonomy 
- and what does it mean for Women? in Autonomy (ed) Kathy 
D’Arcy, New Binary Press, Dublin 2018. Ireland on the Frontline - 
Challenging Foetal Rights Ideologies in Debating the 8th - Retain 
or Repeal? (ed) Conor O’Riordan, Orpen Press, Dublin. 2018.
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Codie Preston is from Jobstown and a past UCDVO volunteer. 
He studied science in UCD and travelled to Haiti and India with 
UCDVO. As a young person he attended Citywise Education, an 
organisation that promotes education in a fun and engaging way. 
He continued to stay involved as a volunteer and now sits on the 
Board of the charity.

He has worked as a secondary school teacher for the last 10 years 
and was involved in the campaign to release Ibrahim Halawa, a 
former student of his, from prison in Egypt. 

Last year he was awarded the Youth Award, in the Tallaght Person 
of the Year awards, for his work with Citywise. He has been 
involved in various other campaigns and believes in young people, 
education and social justice.

Caoimhe Butterly lived in Mexico, Guatemala, Haiti, Palestine, 
Iraq and Lebanon for over 15 years, working with social justice, 
human rights and accessible primary health-care projects 
with women human rights defenders, indigenous and refugee 
communities. She has spent the past five years involved in refugee, 
undocumented and asylum-seeker support networks in Greece, 
Lebanon, the Balkans, Calais and Ireland. Dublin-based, she has a 
MA in Development Studies and is presently doing post-graduate 
studies in Systemic Psychotherapy, with a focus on collectively-
experienced trauma and meaning-making. She also makes short 
documentary films, one of which, ‘The Border’ won the 2016 ICCL 
Human Rights Film Awards.
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We will explore topics around student engagement, movements of change-makers, lessons to be 
learned and opportunities for intergenerational learning. Facilitated by Sive Bresnihan, Training and 
Education Officer with Comhlámh and individual Table Hosts.

Comhlámh was set up in 1975 by returned development workers. Their mission is to nurture, guide 
and mobilise development workers and volunteers to work for social justice locally and globally.

Sorcha Shanahan and Gemma Walker-Farren are ‘MakeyUppers’, an original comedy storytelling act. 
They use their skills as performers, facilitators and theatre makers to create dynamic and involving 
storytelling. They aim to engage their audiences in experiences that are multi-layered, highly 
enjoyable and beautifully simple.

The ‘MakeyUppers’ work is hugely diverse and ever changing but always rooted in a mutual desire to 
create meaningful work through play.

They perform multi-disciplinary, high-energy, comedy shows as well as interactive, intergenerational 
storytelling workshops, a range of walkabout characters and bespoke workshop/performance 
packages for community and corporate events.

conversation cafe 

with MakeyUppers

ComhlAmh 

Performance

and a 



COURSES WITH UCDVO

Be the Change & Skills in Development 
Education

www.ucdvo.org/courses201819/

SCHOOLS AND YOUTH PROGRAMME

Check out Concern Worldwide’s Schools  
and Youth Programme

www.concern.net/get-involved-schools-
and-youth

ATTEND THE UCDVO DEVELOPMENT FILM 
SERIES 2019

Taking place each Monday evening from 
January 28th – February 25th 

www.ucdvo.org/events/
ucdvodevelopmentfilmseries/

LISTEN TO THE LOVE AND COURAGE PODCAST

Soulful audio interviews with inspirational 
people who have important insights  
and wisdom for our world today 

www.ruairimckiernan.com/love-and-
courage-podcast.html

ATTEND INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER DAY

Celebrate international Volunteer Day  
with Comhlámh

Wednesday 5th of December in the Chocolate 
Factory from 6-8pm

www.facebook.com/
events/2232875386956599/

WATCH ‘THE BORDER’ 

A film by Caoimhe Butterly and winner of the 
2016 ICCL Human Rights Film Awards

https://vimeo.com/167282042?utm_
source=email&utm_medium=vimeo-
cliptranscode-201504&utm_
campaign=28749

TAKE PART IN WHAT NEXT? WITH COMHLÁMH

Online course for returned volunteers who are 
interested in staying involved in action  
for global justice 

volunteeringforthefuture.com

VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES  
AT CITYWISE EDUCATION

www.citywise.ie

REGISTER FOR THE GLOBAL CITIZEN AWARD

The Global Citizen Award supports reflective 
thinking and is open to anyone 
that has volunteered abroad 

www.globalcitizenaward.ie

CHECKOUT UPLIFT

A community of people who share progressive 
values and believe in people powered action

www.uplift.ie

& Resources 
Opportunities
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